
 
 

IPH Modal Profile Summary – Ports and Waterways 
 
The Inland Pacific Hub (IPH) study 
area is comprised of nineteen 
counties located in eastern 
Washington and northern Idaho. The 
IPH Transportation Study was 
undertaken for the purpose of 
examining the study area as a 
multimodal global gateway and to 
seek opportunities for increasing 
domestic and international 
commerce. 
 
The Columbia/Snake River System 
plays a significant role in commerce 
and energy production of the Pacific 
Northwest. The Snake River flows 
from northwestern Wyoming through 
southern Idaho, traversing the Idaho/ 
Oregon and the Idaho/Washington 
borders to the Lewiston, ID - 
Clarkston, WA area. At that location it 
receives its largest tributary, the 
Clearwater River, and continues west 
through southeastern Washington 
before joining the Columbia River 
near the Tri-Cities, WA. 
 
Shipping on the Columbia/Snake 
River System is enabled by eight 
large dams. Four of these are on the 
Snake River. From east to west, 
proceeding downriver, these include 

the Lower Granite Lock and Dam, the Little Goose Lock and Dam, the Lower Monumental Lock and 
Dam, and the Ice Harbor Lock and Dam. The dams accommodate a shipping channel fourteen feet 
deep and 250 feet wide. They are owned and operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  
 
The Spokane River is another designated navigable waterway in the IPH study area; however, it must 
be noted that it does not function (and is not suitable) for freight movements. 
 



 
Within the IPH study area, five port authorities have freight operations on the Snake River including 
the Ports of Lewiston, Clarkston, Whitman (includes Wilma, Almota, and Central Ferry), Garfield and 
Columbia.  
 
Currently there are three operators, Tidewater Barge Lines, Foss Maritime and Bernert Barge Lines 
offering container-on-barge services in the IPH study area.  Several barges can be tied together and 
can be shuttled between ports by a single tug boat. Barge transit time from Portland to Lewiston is 
approximately two days, making the service only one day longer compared to draying containers out 
of Portland over the highway to Lewiston. Because many containers can be carried on a single barge, 
the service is less costly than highway drayage service that moves only one container per truck. 
Containers have been loaded on rail in the past, but this movement is not occurring currently. 
 
Agricultural products are among the main goods transported on the Snake River. Grain, mainly 
wheat, accounts for more than 85 percent of the cargo.  Other products include peas, lentils, forest 
products, and petroleum. 
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Total Inbound and Outbound Tonnage = 4.6 million tons

 Source: 2007 TRANSEARCHÊ data, Global Insight, WSA Analysis 
 
For More Information about the Inland Pacific Hub Transportation Study, including published 
working papers and technical memoranda, visit: http://www.inlandpacifichub.org/  
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