
 

IPH Modal Profile Summary – Trucking 
 

The Inland Pacific Hub (IPH) study area is 

comprised of nineteen counties located in 

eastern Washington and northern Idaho. The 

IPH Transportation Study was undertaken for 

the purpose of examining the study area as a 

multimodal global gateway and to seek 

opportunities for increasing domestic and 

international commerce. 

 

Trucking is the dominant mode in the 

nineteen county IPH study area. Based on 

commodity flow information from the 

TRANSEARCH™ database from Global 

Insight, total truck tonnage moving into, out 

of, within or through the IPH study area in 

2007 was 91 million tons, valued at an 

estimated $371 billion.  

 Local (internal) tonnage was 13.7 million tons 

 Inbound flows totaled  18.7 million tons 

 Outbound tonnage was 29 million tons                        

 Through truck tonnage was 29.6 million tons 

 

 

More commodities flow outbound via truck (31.8 

percent) versus inbound via truck (20.5 percent). This 

finding points to the likelihood of many empty truck 

returns to the IPH study area. Through-traffic accounts 

for 33 percent of tonnage and 45 percent of value.  
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Combined, inbound and outbound truck flows are concentrated to the west and south. Flows to and 
from the north represent only 1.6 percent of tonnage for all inbound and outbound flows. These 
findings possibly suggest some unrealized potential for increased export and import trade with 
northern markets. 

 

Inbound/Outbound ς Lane Balance Findings and Implications 
Directional flow analyses can be used to identify truck related lane balance issues that directly impact 

trade gaps, access, and economic return. Lane balance has been identified as one of the more 

consistent and overarching modal issues throughout IPH study interviews and freight forum activities. 

All directional lanes serving the IPH study area are unbalanced with outbound tonnages higher than 

inbound tonnages. 

 

 There is a lane imbalance of 6,272,824 tons on trade lanes to the south based on outbound tonnage of 
9,280,323 versus inbound tonnage of 3,007,499. This represents the highest tonnage difference and also 
represents the highest imbalance, followed by the east, north, and west.  

 

Estimates from TRANSEARCH™ data indicate that in 2007 about 1.9 million empty trucks returned to 

the study counties empty after delivering a load. While those empty movements are expected to 

decline in the near term the volume of empty loads is projected to grow to over 2.26 million empty 

backhauls by 2027.  To be effective as an inland hub, the region must reverse this trend. 

Current and Forecasted Empty Truckloads from the IPH 

 
 

For more information about the Inland Pacific Hub Transportation Study, including published 

working papers and technical memoranda, visit:  http://www.inlandpacifichub.org/ 
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